Press release iniNet AG, Go Automation, September 3-6th, hall 1.1, stand C26

iniNet AG launches industry initiative Virtual Private Infrastructure

iniNet AG Switzerland originates an initiative named Virtual Private Infrastructure (VPI). The goal of this initiative is creating a standardized approach for the connection of embedded systems to the Internet in the automation branch. iniNet AG has compiled drafts and is now looking for more partners that are willing to support the initiative. 

What does Virtual Private Infrastructure mean? iniNet AG views it as the access to several different embedded systems and/or distributed automation components via an Internet portal. The connection of the components to the portal takes place via any communication channel such as ISDN, GSM, GPRS, modem, ADSL or via a leased line. The aim of the initiative is to make several companies from different sectors pursuit the same vision and communicate it to the market. Customers should be offered an open, seminal concept that is supported by many independent companies which are anchored within their respective markets. 

The companies benefit from their involvement – by offering VPI compatible solutions for their existing products they can open up new markets and thus enlarge their market potential.

The following four types of companies should be involved in the initiative: 

Manufacturers of equipment
SPS manufacturers


Manufacturers or communication components (connection to SPS, industrial modems, etc.)

Manufacturers of automation components

Service industries 

This category includes companies which provide services via a VPI infrastructure. These services can be accomplished  by order of their companies or as part of the company (including makers of machines).

Service Providers

Users should have the possibility of running their own portals or have these services run externally. In many cases outsourcing may seem appropriate.

Service providers can relieve customers of the efforts for security and 24 hours handling. Furthermore they have the possibility of negotiating better prices as well as suitable price models with telecom providers via large account contracts.

Engineering Companies
Automatizable services/remote maintenance concepts have to be customized. That's why specialized service providers are wanted, so that they can individually attend customers locally. 

What is the goal of the VPI initiative? 

- Communication of the same technical concepts, application of the same arguments

- Usage of the same terms


- Concerted press work 


- Connection and harmonization of the products of business partners


- Mutual referencing

- Meetings at regular intervals


Why is the VPI concept successful

The concept of Virtual Private Infrastructure is not merely a paper tiger. iniNet AG has been dealing with this issue since 1998. Our products are now used by many companies. All components that are needed for a complex VPI solution exist and have already been tested in industrial environments. The above described examples from the service automation and remote maintenance sectors can be solved with different solutions that have been implemented by us. Technical feasibility as well as security and economizing are all part of those solutions. A good technology is, however, only as successful as its promotion. Therefore, iniNet AG wants to break new ground and team up with new companies as part of this initiative. All involved companies will profit from this win/win situation. 

VPI initiatives partner companies

Several renowned companies already decided to join the VPI initiative in order to create new Internet standards for the industry.

Manufacturers of equipment and automation components

Saia-Burgess AG

Selectron Systems AG

Syslogic AG

CHEOPS GmbH & Co. KG

Tixi.Com GmbH

Aartec AG


Service providers

Unimontis AG


Engineering companies

Mesco Engineering GmbH

IniNet AG


Manufacturers of semiconductors/distributors
Dätwyler Electronics AG 

Hitachi Europe GmbH

Memec AG, Division Impact

MSC Vertriebs GmbH

On Friday, August 30th 2002 the official assembly for the establishment of the initiative will take place. It will be followed by regular meetings for the exchange of information. Are you interested in joining this initiative? iniNet CEOs, Mr. Peter Brügger, eidg. dipl. El. Ing. ETH and Dr. Matthias Baumgartner, physicist, are happy to inform you. You can reach them via telephone (+41 61 716 96 26) or via e-mail (info@ininet.ch). 

We will also be there for you at the GO Automation in Basel, September 3rd to 6th, hall 1.1, stand C26. Also visit our homepage at www.ininet.ch.













